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Email: guy.stanley@gmail.com  
 
Dr Guy Stanley 
Senior House Officer  
Cairns Hospital 
 
Dear Dr Stanley 
 
Review Reference: LNR/2020/QCH/69272 – 1483 QA 
Project Title: Chlorhexidine vs Iodine Prep in Hand sURgery 
 
The above proposal was submitted to me, the Acting Chair of the Far North Queensland Human Research 
Ethics Committee (EC00157), for consideration of exemption from ethical review. 
 
I am happy to advise, I have determined that this project meets the definition of a Quality Assurance Project 
(NHMRC Ethical Considerations in Quality Assurance and Evaluation Activities, March 2014) and does not 
require full Ethics Committee review in order for you to proceed. 
 
Your proposal is exempt from ethical review subject to the following conditions: 
 

x You adhere to the National Statement on Ethical Conduct in Human Research 2007; 
x Any changes to your Project are reported in writing to me; and 
x You provide a copy of your publication/results/findings for the project file. 

 
As your application falls into the Quality Assurance category, this letter enables you to access confidential 
patient information within the confines of your planned activity without obtaining patient consent, providing 
you are an employee of Queensland Health. This approval is issued under the condition that upon 
publication of the findings, all of the accessed and analysed confidential patient information is unidentifiable. 
 
Please consider this letter as HREC endorsement of ethics review exemption and approval for publication of 
findings for unidentifiable Cairns and Hinterland Hospital and Health Service data relating to your project. 
 
Your ethics exemption is valid for five years from the date of this letter. Please contact the FNQ HREC Co-
ordinator if you have any queries. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Adjunct Professor Edward Strivens 
Acting Chair, Far North Queensland Human Research Ethics Committee 
Cairns and Hinterland and Torres and Cape Hospital and Health Services 

This HREC is constituted (EC00157) and operates in accordance with the National Health and Medical Research Council’s 
(NHMRC) National Statement on Ethical Conduct in Human Research (2007). 
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2nd October 2020 
 
 
Dr Guy Stanley 
Cairns Base Hospital 
guy.stanley@gmail.com  
 
 
Dear Dr Stanley, 
 

ENDORSEMENT AS NON-RESEARCH 
 
 
HREC Reference number: LNR/2020/QTHS/69378 
Project title: Chlorhexidine vs Iodine Prep in Hand sURgery (CIPHUR) 
 
Thank you for submitting the above project for ethical advice. This project was considered by 
the Townsville Hospital and Health Service Human Research Ethics Committee (HREC) 
Chairperson on 02/10/2020. 
 
This proposal does not require research ethics review on the basis that it is a non-research 
activity.  
 
It is your responsibility to follow up with the respective Health Service/s or other institution 
regarding any additional site specific requirements to conduct the project. Please note the 
project outcomes cannot be published as research findings, only as a service evaluation. 
 
Should you have any queries about the HREC’s consideration of your project please contact 
the HREC Coordinator on (07) 4433 1440.   
 
Kind regards, 
 

 
 

Dr Hudson Birden  
Chairperson 
Human Research Ethics Committee 
Townsville Hospital and Health Service 
 
 


